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Dear Senate President Scutari & Speaker Coughlin: 

 

The New Jersey Clinicians for Climate Action is an organization of health professionals who are speaking 

out about the accelerating costs of the health crisis arising from humanity’s reliance on fossil fuels. We 

remain grateful and highly supportive of your continued dedication to addressing this public health 

emergency. We will continue to strongly urge that the Legislature and the Administration take immediate, 

dramatic, and durable action to protect New Jersey’s children and communities from the devastating health 

impacts of a warming world. As such, CCANJ, along with more than 100 New Jersey health professionals, 

urges you to support the New Jersey “Climate Superfund” initiative. 

 

The New Jersey health community is extremely concerned about the growing physical and psychological 

impacts of climate change on our patients and their families. In our work locally, and through our 

interactions with medical colleagues from the Carolinas to California, we face this emerging crisis every 

day. Over the last decade, here in New Jersey we have treated children suffering severe respiratory effects 

from wildfire smoke and rising air pollution, people hurt in unprecedented floods and storms, and elders 

having heart attacks brought on by heat waves - three among many more frightening, sometimes deadly, 

predicted health impacts. From the months of wildfire smoke in 2023 to Hurricane Sandy, it is abundantly 

clear that New Jersey will not escape the growing on-the-ground reality of climate science.  

 

Those concerns are the leading edge of a more devastating health story. Public health professionals focus 

on the phrase “social determinants of health.”  These are defined as: “the conditions in the places where 

people live, learn, work, and play that affect virtually all health and quality-of life-outcomes.” The most 

obvious examples are the severe weather events that tear up roads and bridges, prevent the shipment and 

delivery of goods, overrun water treatment plants, destroy farmers’ fields, and wipe out crops. The nexus 

of economic loss and damage to the social determinants of health is irrefutably growing. The full costs – 

including medical costs - imposed on New Jerseyans for all this (and more impacts we have not listed) are 

rising exponentially.  

 

The physicians, nurses, veterinarians, and other health professionals within Clinicians for Climate Action 

New Jersey have front row seats to this slowly unfolding crisis. In these seats, it is obvious that the coming 

cost to New Jerseyans will be beyond staggering. At the same time, fossil fuel companies continue to 

bring in record profits. The CEO of Chevron noted that, “In 2023, we returned more cash to shareholders 

and produced more oil and natural gas than any year in the company’s history.”  

 

We believe it is eminently fair that fossil fuel companies share this financial burden. This is a reasonable 

commonsense step toward protecting our state’s financial stability and the health of our communities. This 

is taxpayer relief. Our children must not be expected to bear the burden of these costs while the fossil fuel 

sector continues to defend its financial fortress, just as the tobacco companies did in that decades long 

public health fight.  

https://blog.ucsusa.org/shaina-sadai/fossil-fuel-companies-make-billions-in-profit-as-we-suffer-billions-in-losses-2024-edition/
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